
months after the storm, only about 500 
of 1,400 residents were able to return to 
their homes.
The RecoveRy: Most of the beach clubs 
have to be rebuilt, but they expect to open. 
A number of restaurants and bars plan to 
return this summer, possibly including 
the Mad Hatter. McLoone’s Rum Runner 
and Donovan’s Reef will not be among 
them. The beach will be open with tem-
porary facilities.
Beach Fee: Season, $100; seniors, $35. 
Daily, $8.  PaRking: Free.

Monmouth Beach    Exit 105
When Sandy hiT: The beach was largely 
undisturbed, although it lost some sand. 
The brunt of the damage was sustained 
by buildings, boats and attractions on the 
Shrewsbury River, such as Sallee Tee’s 
Grille and the Channel Club Marina.
The RecoveRy: The marina and Sallee 
Tee’s expect to open with a more resort-
like feel, including a new floating dock sys-
tem, more outdoor seating and transient 
docking. On the oceanfront, the bathing 
pavilion and the Monmouth Beach Bath & 
Tennis Club are expected to open by Me-
morial Day weekend. 
Beach Fee: Season, $75. Daily, $9. Under 
12, free. 
PaRking: Season, $40. Daily, free.

Long Branch   Exit 105
When Sandy hiT: Pier Village and Seven 
Presidents Oceanfront Park survived in-
tact, but town beaches and several neigh-
borhoods suffered flood and wind dam-
age and sand displacement. The town’s 
famous beach bluffs were severely erod-
ed, and the boardwalk south of Pier Vil-
lage was completely destroyed.
The RecoveRy: The beaches that es-
caped severe erosion will be open by 
Memorial Day weekend, but most of the 
boardwalk will be missing.
don’T MiSS: Seven Presidents Ocean-
front Park, Pier Village, Blues by the 
Beach (Sunday evenings starting June 9), 
Thursday night concerts (starting June 
13), Jazz & Blues Festival (August 24).
Beach Fee: Season, $45; ages 14-17, $30. 
Daily, $5; 14-17, $3. Weekends and holi-
days, $7; 14-17, $3. Under 14 and seniors 
over 61, free. PaRking: Free and paid lots, 
street parking.

Deal   Exit N-98/S-105
When Sandy hiT: The south end of the 
beach mostly escaped havoc, but at the 
north end, the Conover Pavilion and pub-
lic beach facilities were destroyed. Many 
roads and homes were bludgeoned by 
wind and water. 
The RecoveRy: The Conover Pavilion 
will be open with limited facilities (no 

showers). The private Deal Casino Bath-
ing Club is also expected to reopen.
Beach Fee: Call for prices.  PaRking: Free.

Asbury Park   Exit N-100A/S-102
When Sandy hiT: The city sustained se-
vere damage, flooding and power out-
ages. Thirty percent of the boardwalk 
was ripped up, although the structural 
underpinning held firm. Several board-
walk businesses also suffered severe wa-
ter damage. 
The RecoveRy: The boardwalk will be 
repaired in time for summer, says director 
of commerce Tom Gilmour. Most board-
walk businesses reopened within months 
of the storm, except for Langosta Lounge, 
which was due to reopen by May 1.
don’T MiSS: Asbury Lanes, the Stone 
Pony, Cookman Avenue, Antique Empo-
rium, First Saturday (April 6-September 
7: shops and cafes open late), Oysterfest 
(September 6-8).
Beach Fee: Season, $70; ages 13-17, $21; 
over 61, $20. Daily, $5. Weekends, $6. Un-
der 12, free.  Parking: Metered.

Ocean Grove 
  Exit N-100/S-100B
When Sandy hiT: Most of Ocean Grove’s 
boardwalk was damaged, and the fish-
ing pier was lost to the ocean. However, 
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What to expect down the Shore this post-Sandy 
summer. Your town-by-town guide.

Monmouth
CouNty

Sandy Hook   Exit 117
When Sandy hiT: Sandy Hook nev-
er looked truer to its name than when 
Sandy struck. “The roads were covered 
with sand,” says Daphne Yun, a public 
affairs representative for Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area. “The parking lots 
looked like snow-covered mountains, or 
deserts.” The historic Sandy Hook Light-
house came through unscathed; and the 
military artifacts at the Fort Hancock 
Museum had been moved to avoid dam-
age. However, a number of the area’s 
beach pavilions sustained water damage, 

and the water and sewage systems were 
compromised. The worst victim was 
the scenic five-mile Multi-Use Pathway, 
which ruptured in several spots. 
The RecoveRy: Sandy Hook officially 
opened for the season May 1, thanks to 
infusions of $30 million from the Na-
tional Park Service and $5.2 million from 
the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
Initial open areas include Beach Area B, 
North Beach and Gunnison Beach (the 
state’s only legal nude beach). More areas 
may open as the season progresses, but 
some might have only temporary rest-
room facilities. The campgrounds and all 
areas for bird watching will also be open, 
and park officials expect the Multi-Use 
Pathway to be repaired by Memorial Day 

weekend. The Fort Hancock Museum 
and Battery Potter could reopen later in 
the season.
don’T MiSS: Sandy Hook Lighthouse, 
Gunnison Beach, Sandy Hook Founda-
tion’s Beach Concert Series.
Beach Fee: Free PaRking: Season, $75; 
daily, $15; seniors, 50% discount. Lots B, 
D, I, J and K open.

Sea Bright  Exit N-105/S-117
When Sandy hiT: Despite its high 
seawall, many of Sea Bright’s water-
front homes suffered significant dam-
age. Almost every downtown business 
was flooded out, and all but two of Sea 
Bright’s beloved beach clubs were dam-
aged to the point of demolition. Five 
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the boardwalk served as a buf-
fer, protecting homes; even the 
Great Auditorium suffered on-
ly minimal wind damage, with  
part of the roof blown off. 
The recovery: The Great Au-
ditorium’s roof was resealed 
10 days after the storm, and 
the boardwalk will largely be 
repaired for summer visitors; 
certain areas will have tempo-
rary blacktop walkways. The 

fishing pier won’t be rebuilt until 2014. 
Don’T Miss: The Great Auditorium, Tent 
City, Sand Sculpture Contest (June 6), 
Bridgefest Beach Festival (June 22), Boogie 
Board Races (August 10).
Beach Fee: Season, $80 ($75 before May 
18); ages 12-17, $40; seniors, $45. Weekly, 
$40. Daily, $8.  Parking: Free.

Bradley Beach   Exit N-100/S-100B
When sanDy hiT: Sand dunes took the 
brunt of the storm, sparing the town 
significant damage except around Syl-
van Lake, which overflowed its banks. 
The boardwalk, which is mostly tiled, 
remained largely intact, although some 
structures were damaged.

 Ocean                COuNTY

Point Pleasant Beach
 Exit N-90/S-98
When sanDy hiT: The storm wrecked 
much of the south end of Jenkinson’s 
Boardwalk and washed away Putt-Putt 
Mini Golf, the South Beach Arcade and 
South Beach Sweets. In all, about 85 per-
cent of the town’s boardwalk was demol-
ished. Many of the buildings along Inlet 
Drive, the hub of Point Pleasant Beach’s 
fishing industry, had structural damage.  
The recovery: “Although the damage 
from the storm was devastating, we have 
decided to look at it as an opportunity 
to make improvements and bring our 
guests new experiences,” says Toby Wolf, 
director of marketing for Jenkinson’s. 
The mini golf course is being rebuilt with 
a seashore theme as a 36-hole dual course 
by Harris Mini Golf of Wildwood and 
should be finished by early summer. The 
South Beach Arcade has been revamped, 
adding a 16-seat Trio-Tech motion the-
ater ride. All other Jenkinson attractions, 
including the aquarium and amusement 
park—which were not hurt—will be oper-
ating as usual. All sections of the board-
walk are expected to be fixed by Memo-
rial Day weekend.
Don’T Miss: Jenkinson’s Aquarium,  Un-
cle Vinnie’s Comedy Club, Hoffman’s 
Ice Cream, Joe Leone’s Italian Special-
ties, Patio Bar at Jack Baker’s Wharfside, 

Martell’s Tiki Bar. 
Beach Fee: Season, $80; 

ages 5-11, $45; seniors, 
$55. Daily, $7; ages 
5-11, $2. Weekends 
and holidays, $8. 

Parking: Free or 
metered, on street 
and in private lots.

Bay Head  
 Exit N-90/S-98
When sanDy hiT: De-

spite a seawall buried 
under its tall dunes, Bay 
Head got pummeled. 

Many homes on the beach 
along East Avenue were 
washed off their founda-

tions. Inland, flooding and wind ruined 
homes and businesses such as the popu-
lar Mueller’s Bakery, which at press time 
remained closed.
The recovery: Bay Head Improvement 
Association anticipates restoring regular 
access to the beach this summer, although 
some entrances might be closed. Some 
homeowners have begun rebuilding, but 
East Avenue still looks severely scarred. 
Beach Fee: Season, $70. Half-season, $45. 
Daily, $7. Under 12, free.  Parking: Free.

Mantoloking   Exit N-88/S-90
When sanDy hiT: No town took a 
worse hit than Mantoloking. The ocean 
breached the barrier island and merged 
into Barnegat Bay, cutting the town 
in two at the base of the Mantoloking 
Bridge. The majority of homes in the area 
were rendered uninhabitable.
The recovery: It took two months for 
the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
state Department of Transportation to 
reopen the bridge.  Repopulation of the 
devastated town began slowly in late win-
ter. There are tentative plans for limited 
public access to the beach this summer 
because of the remaining debris. 
Beach Fee: Season, $12. Under 12 and 
military, free. Parking: Two-hour me-
tered parking on most streets; parking for 
longer periods on Downer Avenue.

Lavallette    Exit 82
When sanDy hiT: The southern end 
of the boardwalk took a pounding, and 
about 20 homes along the water were de-
stroyed. Townwide, about 75 percent of 
homes needed work. 
The recovery: The repaired boardwalk 
should be ready for summer crowds, but 
only a limited number of beach entrances 
will open so that beach replenishment can 
continue throughout the summer. New 
dune fences will limit access. 
Don’T Miss: Ben Franklin 5 & 10, Crab’s 
Claw Inn, Lenny’s Pizza (a favorite of 
Governor Christie).
Beach Fee: Season, $45; seniors, $14. 
Weekly, $25. Daily, $7; under 12, free.
Parking: Season, $10; limited free street 
parking.

The recovery: The dunes are being 
repaired, and the boardwalk and pa-
vilions will be ready for the season. A 
new gazebo is being installed in time 
for summer. 
Don’T Miss: Lobsterfest (July 13-14) on 
the boardwalk, summer concert series at 
the Fifth Avenue Gazebo, Bradley Beach 
Miniature Golf Course. 
Beach Fee: Season, $70; over 64, $30; 13-
15 $25. Daily, $7. Weekend $8. 
Parking: Free and metered.

Avon-by-the-Sea
 Exit N-100A/S-100B
When sanDy hiT: The half-mile board-
walk was washed away and all the 
beachfront properties, including the 
Avon Pavilion, were severely damaged.
The recovery: Boardwalk repair is ex-
pected to be completed by summer. A 
temporary structure will stand in this 
season for the Avon Pavilion.
Don’T Miss: Shark River Inlet for fish-
ing, historic downtown Main Street.
Beach Fee: Season, $90; over 64, $45; 
ages 12-18, $45. Daily, $9. Under 12, free.  
Parking: Free.

thE ChoColAtE BAr 
opENS iN MANASquAN

Belmar   Exit 98
When sanDy hiT: Most of the town was 
flooded, property damage was extensive 
and the boardwalk was destroyed. The 
four beachfront pavilions were wrecked 
and had to be demolished. On the riv-
er side of town, the Belmar Marina in-
curred $4 million of damage.
The recovery: Belmar’s all-new, hand-
icapped-accessible boardwalk will be 
ready for summer, albeit with temporary 
facilities. The pavilions will not be re-
placed until next year. Repairs at the ma-
rina are complete.
Don’T Miss: New Jersey Seafood Festival 
(June 7-9), Sandcastle Contest (June 17), 
Belmar Pro Surf (September 12-15), Ninth 
Avenue Pier Mini-Golf.
Beach Fee: Season, $50; seniors and dis-
abled, $15. Daily, $7. Under 12, free. 
Parking: Free and metered.

Spring Lake   Exit 98
When sanDy hiT: The boardwalk sus-
tained considerable damage, but beach-
front landmarks such as the Breakers 
Hotel escaped major harm.
The recovery: Boardwalk repairs 
should be complete and everything open 
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New

Go with the Flow 
New this summer at Wildwood’s Splash Zone Waterpark 
is the Flow House, an outdoor picnic area including 
live music, dancing, food vendors and the FlowRider 
Double, a 40-foot inclined pool with continuous waves. 
Guests can try flow boarding, an innovative way to surf 
without worrying about pesky tides or rip currents. You 
can body board or surf standing. Wipeout? No problem. 
The current is engineered to feel like landing on a tram-
poline. —Joanna Buffum 

Off-Roading It at Six Flags 
Six Flags Great Adventure’s new Safari Off Road 
Adventure takes visitors on a 50-minute journey that 
guarantees close encounters with up to 1,200 animals 
from six continents. The adventure takes place aboard a 
five-ton truck modified to resemble a safari vehicle with 
open sides and canvas roof. The truck heads over rug-
ged terrain, climbs 
hills and splashes 
across ponds 
to track down 
animals in their 
haunts—like the 
hippos’ watering 
hole. The journey 
includes a stop at 
Camp Aventura, a 
glorified petting zoo. Both attractions are included with 
the park’s general admission of $62.99. Discount tick-
ets are available in advance at sixflags.com for $37.99. 
Junior park admission is $34.99.—Winnie Bonelli

On the Pier & in the Park

for Memorial Day weekend.
Don’T Miss: Shops along Third Avenue, 
Hoffman’s Ice Cream, the Scone Pony. 
Beach Fee: Season, $105 ($65 after Ju-
ly 31). Daily, $10. Parking: Free.

Sea Girt  Exit 98
When sanDy hiT: Sea Girt’s exceptionally 
high dunes largely protected the town, 
although the ¾-mile boardwalk was 
destroyed and a section of the Beacon 
Beach pavilion was damaged. 
The recovery: The town is planning a 
picnic and grand opening for the beach 
around June 1. Phase One of reconstruc-
tion on the boardwalk (from Beacon to 
New York) was to be completed by May 
14; the rest of the boardwalk should be 
completed by late June. 
Don’T Miss: Sea Girt Lighthouse, Cres-
cent Park, Rod’s Olde Irish Tavern, the 
Parker House, Joe Leone’s.
Beach Fee: Season, $110; seniors, $60. 
Daily, $10.  Parking: Free.

Manasquan  Exit N-90/S-98
When sanDy hiT: “It was a little bit of 
everything,” says beach manager Wally 
Wall of Sandy’s toll on Manasquan. Sand 
blew into beachfront homes and streets. 
The storm surge poured over the dunes, 
overflowing local creeks and waterways 
and flooding much of the town. Beach-
front walkways, gazebos, restrooms and 
concession stands all were hammered. 
The floor at Gee Gee’s Restaurant and Ar-
cade collapsed into the basement.
The recovery: The town expects 
new walkways, gazebos and other 
beachfront amenities to be ready 
by summer. Leggett’s Sand 
Bar reopened quickly. Gee-
Gee’s expects to return, but 
with limited space and a 
new layout.
Don’T Miss: Manasquan 
Beach House, a new branch of  
Chocolate Bar, formerly in 
Beach Haven.
Beach Fee: Season, $70; 
ages 12-16, $35; over 65, 
$25. Daily, $8. Park-
ing: Season, $75; free 
street.

dOwnlOad nJM's shOre aPP 
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CapeMay            COuNTY

Ocean City   Exit N-25/S-30
When sanDy hiT: Storm surge on the bay 
side took a toll, but the rides and attrac-
tions on the boardwalk were spared. The 
recovery: The town trucked in sand 
from other parts of the island to widen 
the beach. Michelle Gillian of the Greater 
Ocean City Chamber of Commerce says  
visitors will see a “refreshed” downtown, 
with newly painted and remodeled store-
fronts. Rides are being repainted to hide 
flood lines and wear. A new Starbucks 
has opened on Asbury Avenue, and Gil-
lian’s Wonderland Pier has added a Dark 
Ride Haunted House in the park’s Thrill 

Seaside Heights
  Exit 82 
When sanDy hiT: Casino Pier 
was almost completely de-
stroyed, leaving the iconic Jet 
Star Rollercoaster rising from 
the ocean. In all, five rides 
washed off the end of the pier 
into the Atlantic. The board-
walk also was wrecked. The 
Casino Arcade flooded, de-

stroying the building’s electrical system 
and damaging the 103-year-old Floyd 
Moreland Carousel. Storefronts along 

the boardwalk filled with debris, and 
longstanding souvenir shops like Twist-
ed Fish were forced to close.
The recovery: Jenkinson’s Breakwa-
ter Beach Waterpark and the Casino Pier 
Go-Karts will be open by Memorial Day 
weekend. The rest of what remains of the 
pier has been cleared of almost all the 
rides, which are being repaired off-site. 
The lower deck of the pier will be open 
by summer with rides for all ages; the 
upper deck is being rebuilt, but won’t be 
ready this year. The boardwalk is being 
rebuilt for this season; free public rest-
rooms will be available at most beach en-

at Caesars, Food and Wine Festival (July 
25-28), Atlantic City Air Show (June 26).
Beach Fee: Free. Parking: Limited me-
tered and paid lots.

Ventnor  Exit 38
When sanDy hiT: The fishing pier es-
caped harm, as did most of the board-
walk—thanks to the ample dunes. The 
Beachfront Park playground incurred 
minor damage.
The recovery: Ventnor will have no 
trouble gearing up for Memorial Day 
weekend, says Mayor Mike Bagnell. En-
gineers will replenish the dunes and 
eroded areas of the beach and replace the 
padded surface of the playground.
Don’T Miss: The boardwalk (connected 
to Atlantic City), the Fishing Pier, Beach-
front Park, Sack O’ Subs.
Beach Fee: Season, $15 ($7 before June 1); 
seniors, $3.50. Weekly, $10. Under 12, free. 
Parking: Metered and free.

Margate   Exit 36
When sanDy hiT: Major flooding and 
sand displacement hit Margate’s residen-
tial and back bay areas, but the town’s 
most beloved resident, Lucy the Ele-
phant, was unharmed.
The recovery: A Herculean effort to 
clear local roads of sand and debris al-
lowed residents to return to their homes 
and businesses in less than two days. Ev-
erything should be open for the season.
Don’T Miss: Lucy the Elephant, Stacey’s 
Surf Camp, Ray Scott’s Dock.

Beach Fee: Season, $15 ($7 before June 
1); seniors, $3.50 before June 1.
Parking: Free two-hour spaces.

Longport  Exit 36
When sanDy hiT: After it breached the 
bulkheads, Sandy sent floodwaters and a 
foot of sand onto Atlantic Avenue. 
The recovery: The beachfront and 
playground should be back by summer.
Don’T Miss: Caffe Luciano (formerly 
the Shore Club Crab House Bar & Grill) 
Beach Fee: Season, $30 ($15 until June 
19); seniors, $5. Weekly, $10. Under 12, 
free. Parking: Limited free.

perienced significant flooding and sand 
displacement. The largest concentration 
of damaged homes was in the north end 
and golf course areas.
The recovery: Brigantine rebounded 
quickly, repairing its dunes and beaches. 
Everything is expected to be ready for 
summer.
Don’T Miss: Marine Mammal Stranding 
Center, Festival of Winds (June 15), Brig-
antine Beach Sand Castle Building Con-
test (August 10), Laguna Bar and Grill, 
dolphins at play (Brigantine Avenue, 
north of Seventh Street).
Beach Fee: Season, $18 ($15 before June 
1); seniors (60-64), $8. Weekly, $14. Daily, 
$8. Parking: Limited free parking.

Atlantic City  Exit 38B
When sanDy hiT: The storm took a toll 
in some homes and businesses in the 
Back Bay area and destroyed a section of 
the north end of the Boardwalk that pre-
viously had been condemned and slated 
for demolition. But the tourist attractions 
on the oceanfront, including the Board-
walk, shops, restaurants and casinos, 
largely escaped injury. 
The recovery: The highest priority was 
convincing visitors that Atlantic City 
was basically alive and well. “Our biggest 
struggle was the media misconception 
that Atlantic City’s boardwalk was de-
stroyed,” says Larry Sieg, vice president 
of marketing at the Atlantic City Conven-
tion & Visitor’s Bureau.  
Don’T Miss: The casinos, the Pier Shops 

Atlantic City’s Resorts Casino Hotel has a 
new island vibe. The hotel teamed with the 
Jimmy Buffett brand, Margaritaville, to open 
a 17,400-square-foot entertainment complex 
that includes tropical-themed restaurants and 
retail stores as well as a casino featuring 12 
table games and 160 slot machines.

The Margaritaville Restaurant, with a giant 
blender at its Boardwalk entrance, offers 
dishes like the signature Cheeseburger in 
Paradise and features nightly live entertain-
ment. On the beach side of the Boardwalk, the 
LandShark Bar & Grill has hot dogs, hamburg-
ers and island-inspired pub grub. There’s also 
a 5 O’Clock Somewhere Bar and the brand’s 
first-ever coffee shop.—AmAndA StAAb

New aC’s new Parrothead Perch

Long Beach Island  
When sanDy hiT: The southern end of 
the island was hard hit, with Holgate 
and Beach Haven suffering the most 
damage. Throughout LBI , the streets 
were filled with sand, and all water, 
sewer, electric, gas and phone service 
was disrupted. Damage to beachfront 
homes depended largely on wheth-
er or not dunes were in place; Har-
vey Cedars, which has dunes, lost no 
homes. Barnegat Lighthouse on the 
northern tip of LBI escaped harm. 
To the south, the Surflight Theatre in 
Beach Haven was badly flooded. 
The recovery: The island rebound-
ed quickly. Lori Pepenella of the 
Southern Ocean County Chamber 
of Commerce says LBI will be ready 
for summer, with “over 90 percent of 
the island’s motels and rentals” fully 
functional. The Surflight Theatre al-
so is ready to go.

Barnegat Light  
Don’T Miss: Barnegat Lighthouse 
(only $3 to climb 217 steps for a great 
view), Viking Village, Mustache Bill’s 
Diner, Andy’s by the Light
 Beach Fee: Season, $35 ($25 through 
June 15); seniors 65+ $10. Weekly, 
$20. Daily, $5; 11 and under, free. 
Parking: Free.

Harvey Cedars
Don’T Miss: Plantation Restaurant 
Beach Fee: Season, $40 ($30 through 

June 22); seniors, $9. Weekly, $20. 
Daily, $6. Parking: Free.

Surf City
Don’T Miss: Crabbing on the bay, Surf 
City Island Mini-Golf 
Beach Fee: Season, $35 ($30 through 
May 31). Weekly, $17. Daily, $6. Under 
11 and 65+, free. Parking: Free.

Ship Bottom 
Don’T Miss: Original Ron Jon Surf 
Shop, Joe Pop’s Shore Bar, Hartland 
Mini-golf and Arcade
Beach Fee: Season, $40 ($30 through 
May 31); seniors, $10. Weekly, $20. 
Daily, $5. 11 and under, free.
Parking: Free.

Long Beach Township  
Don’T Miss: Daddy O (Brant Beach), 
Skipper Dipper (Peahala Park)
Beach Fee: Season, $40 ($30 through 
June 15); seniors, $5. Weekly, $20. 
Daily, $5. 12 and under, free.
 Parking: Free.

Beach Haven
Don’T Miss: Fantasy Island, Thunder-
ing Surf Water Park, Chicken or the 
Egg, Pearl Street Market, Surflight 
Theatre, Terrace Tavern, Sea Shell 
Resort, Ketch Bar, Marlin Bar, Buck-
alew’s Tavern.
Beach Fee: Season, $40 ($30 through 
June 22). Weekly, $20. Daily, $5. Un-
der 12 and 65+, free.  Parking: Free.

trances. The Beach Bar on the boardwalk 
is not expected to reopen until 2014. 
Don’T Miss: Club Karma, Hemingway’s 
Café, Kohr’s Ice Cream.
Beach Fee: Season,  $50. Daily, $6. Under 
12, free.  Parking: Metered on street; pri-
vate lots, $5-$10.

Seaside Park   Exit 82
When sanDy hiT: FunTown Pier was de-
molished in the storm, and several rides 
ended up in the Atlantic, including the 
Ferris wheel, the Cliffhanger, Loop Coast-
er and Arctic Circle. The Carousel Arcade 
was also destroyed.
The recovery: Bill Majors, owner of 
FunTown Pier, anticipates reopening the 
park in the summer of 2014 with bigger 
rides and an expanded pier.
Beach Fee: Season, $50 ($55 after June 
14); seniors, $20. Weekly, $35. Daily, $10. 
Under 11, free.  Parking: Metered.

Island Beach State Park 

 Exit 82
When sanDy hiT: The gatehouse and 
maintenance buildings flooded, the life-
guard stands and boardwalks at the main 
swimming areas were destroyed, and the 
park lost gas and electricity. Several of 
the dunes were breached, creating mas-
sive piles of sand along Shore Road. 
The recovery: After removal of debris 
and restoration of displaced sand, the 
state reopened the northern side of the 
park on January 25. Bob Considine of the 
state Department of Environmental Pro-
tection says the park should be fully op-
erational by summer.
Don’T Miss: Some of the best fishing in 
New Jersey; eight miles of bike paths; 10 
miles of undeveloped beach.
Beach Fee: Free. Parking: Season, $50. 
Daily, $6. Weekends, $10. Motorcycles, $5.

Exit 63

(Continued on page 92) 

Atlantic   
COuNTY

Brigantine  Exit 38
When sanDy hiT: Approximately 2,800 
properties were affected in this island 
town, and the beach was battered. The 
seawall, bulkheads, pumps and dunes 
were destroyed, and many residents ex-
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Zone for ages 12 and up.
Don’T Miss: Gillian’s Wonderland Pier, 
Playland’s Castaway Cove, Strand 5 movie 
theater, Congo Falls Adventure Golf,  Sand 
Sculpting Contest (July 3), Miss NJ Parade 
(July 15), 104th annual Baby Parade (Au-
gust 8).
Beach Fee: Season, $25. Weekly, $10. Daily, 
$5. Under 12, free. Parking: Metered; sea-
sonal permit, $125.

Strathmere    Exit N-17/S-25
When sanDy hiT:  The beach side fared 
relatively well behind protective dunes, 
but the bay side was battered. Most docks 
on the bay were ripped off their moorings. 
High tide immersed homes and business-
es along Bayview Drive in up to 5 feet of 
water. Dunes were breached in neighbor-
ing Whale Beach. 
The recovery: The first-floors of most 
homes were flooded but structural dam-
age was minimal. Several house fires in 
March were attributed to saltwater dam-
aging the wiring of home appliances.  

(Continued from page 67) Don’T Miss: Whale Beach, Old Shack Ice 
Cream, Twisties, Deauville Inn.
Beach Fee: Free. Parking: Free.

Sea Isle City   Exit 17
When sanDy hiT: Sea Isle City sustained 
the worst flooding in Cape May County. 
Yet because the relatively calm eye of the 
storm passed directly over Sea Isle, wind 
damage was held in check.
The recovery: Sea Isle has completed its 
third beach replenishment project in 
five years, according to Mayor Leonard 
Desiderio. Preparing for summer, it has 
updated the downtown shopping area, 
repaired JFK Boulevard and built a new 
Welcome Center on JFK Boulevard to 
provide tourist information and beach 
tags. Water and sewage lines have been 
updated or replaced. 
Don’T Miss: Free summer concerts on Sat-
urday nights, crabbing at Ludlam Landing, 
Sea Isle City Historical Museum, guided 
beachcombing on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
free outdoor movies in Excursion Park.
Beach Fee: Season, $25 ($20 before May 15). 

Weekly, $10. Daily, $5. Wednesdays (except 
July 4) and under 12, free.
Parking: Free and metered.

Avalon   Exit 13
When sanDy hiT: The bridge that connects 
Avalon and Sea Isle City at Townsends In-
let was destroyed. The dune system pro-
tected the boardwalk and the town; only 
one home was declared a loss. 
The recovery: A rebuilt Ocean Drive 
Bridge is expected to be open before Me-
morial Day weekend. A major beach-fill 
replaced lost sand, according to public re-
lations officer Scott Wahl. 
Don’T Miss: Pirate Island Golf, shop-
ping on Dune Drive, Avalon Mouse Trap, 
Greater Avalon Fishing Tournament, new 
September 11 memorial.
Beach Fee: Season, $26. Weekly, $12. Dai-
ly, $6. Under 12, free. Tags accepted in 
Stone Harbor Parking: Free and metered.

Stone Harbor   Exit N-6/S-10
When sanDy hiT: The business district along 
the bay was inundated with 3½ feet of wa-
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ter. The worst damage occured at Stone 
Harbor Elementary School, which re-
opened in March. 
The recovery: Most homes and businesses 
dried out after the storm with little addi-
tional damage. A beach fill should be com-
pleted before summer, and the Reeds at 
Shelter Haven, a new 37-room boutique ho-
tel, is on target to open June 20.
Don’T Miss: Wetlands Institute, shopping 
on 96th street, Tee Time rooftop mini golf, 
Springer’s Homemade Ice Cream, Stone 
Harbor Bird Sanctuary.
Beach Fee: Season, $26. Weekly, $12. Daily, 
$6. Under 12, free. Tags accepted in Avalon.
Parking: Free and metered.

The Wildwoods   Exit N-4B/S-6
When sanDy hiT: Minimally damaged, 
the area’s motels and hotels were able 
to house many displaced residents from 
other parts of the Shore. Wildwood prop-
er boasts a famously wide strand, which 
helped cushion the blow.
The recovery: “In the scheme of things at 
the Shore, we needed a Band-Aid,” admits 
Wildwoods marketing representative Su-
san Adelizzi-Schmidt. North Wildwood 
enacted a sand-replenishment program 
to restore its beach. Some attractions and 
infrastructure along the boardwalk have 
been modernized. Expect new shade 
structures throughout Mariner’s Land-
ing, renovations on the Zoom Phloom and 
Boat Tag attractions, and benches along 
the boardwalk equipped with smart-
phone QR codes and a Morey’s Piers app 

for free download. The Soggy Dollar 
Beach Bar is a new place to wet your whis-
tle at Ocean Oasis Waterpark.
Don’T Miss: Morey’s Piers and Beachfront 
Waterparks, Ferris Wheel Breakfast in 
the Sky, SplashZone Waterpark, Curley’s 
Fries, Doo Wop Experience Museum, 
Restaurant Week (June 16-21), Wildwood 
Crest Sand Sculpting Festival (June 29),  
Anglesea Blues Festival (July 12-14), NJ 
State Crab Festival (July 20).
Beach Fee: Free. Parking: Free and metered.

Cape May  Exit 0
When sanDy hiT: McGlade’s on the Pier, 
a favorite breakfast spot, was badly dam-
aged, and tons of sand washed onto Beach 
Avenue, but most of the area escaped 
harm.
The recovery: McGlade’s has been re-
paired and will be dishing out French 
toast and bacon this summer.
Don’T Miss: Washington Street Mall, 
Cape May Whale Watch and Research 
Center, Cape May Bird Observatory, 
Cape May Lighthouse, Cape May Coun-
ty Zoo, Bay Springs Alpaca Farm, Em-
len Physick Estate, Cape May Winery 
and Vineyard, Cape May Brewery, West 
Cape May Strawberry Festival (June 1), 
Harborfest (June 15), National Lifeguard 
Championship (August 7-10), Craft Beer 
& Crab Festival (August 10).
Beach Fee: Season, $25. Weekly, $15. 
Three-day pass, $10; daily, $5; Under 12, 
free. Delaware Bay beaches, free.
Parking: Free and metered. ■

lEt it roll: Skeeball players have 
some old-time fun in Wildwood.
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